Police Information Guide - Met Version 

Commander Bob Broadhurst is in charge of Public Order and will normally be Gold on major events. Chief Super Peter Terry heads the public order operational command unit CO11 (Central Operations) OCU and will probably be Silver. Chief Superintendent Mick Johnson is head of CO20  the TSG.

Ranks. Inspectors have 2 pips, chief inspectors 3 pips, Superintendents a crown, chief superintendents a crown and a pip. Superintendents and above have a silver rim on the peak of their hats. In riot boilersuits sergeants have white shoulder epaulettes, Inspectors orange/red, higher ranks a horrible lime green. 

Organisation- The basic public order unit is the “serial” 1 Inspector, 3 sergeants, 18 Constables. A driver stays with each of the serials 3 vans. 

Forward Intelligence Teams. Pair of spotters often wearing distinctive blue outer jackets. They have photo cards of known activists. They are often accompanied by a photographer. Some have numbers starting CO, these are from the public order intelligence unit based at Scotland Yard .

Command. Gold” has strategic overview of the operation. Silver makes the decisions on what is done on the day. Bronze commanders are in charge of areas or special groups e.g. reserves, traffic. Sub Bronzes are each in charge of 2-4 serials. Commanders on the ground are accompanied by a tactical advisor usually a public order training instructor based at the Gravesend “riot city”. They also have numbers starting with CO and are often carrying a clipboard. 

GT- Is the name for the public order control room at Scotland Yard from where the policing operation is directed. On major events both Gold and Silver are based here. 

Types of Cop 
Level 1's. Highest riot trained. The Met has 780 (25 serials plus admin)- the TSG (Territorial Support Group) Identified by letter U before shoulder or van number. They have box shaped vans. 

Level 2's. Get twice yearly riot training. Met has around 3000. Shoulder numbers start with 2 letters indicating their station. Drive vans with shields in back. 

Level 3's. All other cops. This is just what they get in the last week at police training college but some may have been level 1 or 2 previously. They don't have riot gear but still have sticks! 

A very big event such as Mayday 2001 had all the TSG and about half level 2 cops deployed, some 75 serials, 225 vans or nearly 2000 riot equipped police. This is about the practical limit for any London demonstration. In addition Mayday 2001 had some 3000 level 3 cops on duty 

Other cops. Expect some City Police (red checkerboard on hats) and BTP (British Transport Police) who are responsible for the trains and tubes. Also some other forces getting public order experience. The City has 1 serial of Level 1 cops and 4 of level 2. Of other forces only the PSNI (Police Service of Northern Ireland) has a large number of level 1 units. Greater Manchester and West Yorkshire each have 6 level one serials. 

Tactics. Are set out in the ACPO (Association of Chief Police Officers) policy paper “Keeping the Peace” which you can read on their website. The principle plan is containment rather than dispersal used by most of the worlds police forces. 
